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Session	One:	Luke	3	
 
1 It was the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar. Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea; 
Herod was tetrarch of Galilee; his brother Philip was tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis; Lysanias 
was tetrarch of Abilene. 2 Annas and Caiaphas were the high priests. 

At that time, the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. 
3 He went through all the region of the Jordan, announcing a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 4 This is what is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: 

‘A voice shouting in the wilderness: 
Get ready a path for the Lord, 
Make the roads straight for him! 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 
And every mountain and hill shall be flattened, 
The twisted paths will be straightened out, 
And the rough roads smoothed off, 
And all that lives shall see God’s rescue.’ 
7 ‘You brood of vipers,’ John used to say to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him. 

‘Who told you to escape from God’s coming anger? 8 You’d better prove your repentance by 
bearing the proper fruit! Don’t start saying to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father”; let 
me tell you, God can raise up children for Abraham from these stones! 9 The axe is already 
standing by the roots of the tree—so every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire.’ 
10 ‘What shall we do?’ asked the crowds. 

11 ‘Anyone who has two cloaks’, replied John, ‘should give one to someone who hasn’t got 
one. The same applies to anyone who has plenty of food.’ 

12 Some toll-collectors came to be baptized. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘what should we do?’ 
13 ‘Don’t collect more than what is laid down,’ he replied. 
14 Some soldiers, too, asked John, ‘What about us? What should we do?’ 
‘No extortion,’ replied John, ‘and no blackmail. Be content with your wages.’ 
15 The people were very excited, and everyone was questioning in their hearts whether John 

might not be the Messiah. 
16 To this, John responded: 

‘I am baptizing you with water. But someone is coming who is stronger than I am. I don’t 
deserve to untie his sandal-strap. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 He will 



have his winnowing-fork to hand, ready to sort out the mess on his threshing floor and gather the 
corn into his barn. Any rubbish he will burn with a fire that will never go out.’ 

18 John urged his news on the people with many other words. 19 But Herod the tetrarch—
whom John had accused in the matter of his brother’s wife Herodias, and for all the evil 
things which Herod had done—20 added this to his list of crimes, that he shut John up in 
prison. 

21 So it happened that, as all the people were being baptized, Jesus too was baptized, and was 
praying. The heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form, like a dove, 
upon him. There came a voice from heaven: ‘You are my son, my dear son! I’m delighted with 
you.’ 
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Session	Two:	Luke	4:14-30	
 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit. Word about him went out throughout the 
whole district. 15 He taught in their synagogues, and gained a great reputation all around. 

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. On the Sabbath, as was his regular 
practice, he went in to the synagogue and stood up to read. 17 They gave him the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
Because he has anointed me 
To tell the poor the good news. 
He has sent me to announce release to the prisoners 
And sight to the blind, 
To set the wounded victims free, 
19 To announce the year of God’s special favour.’ 

20 He rolled up the scroll, gave it to the attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. 

21 ‘Today,’ he began, ‘this scripture is fulfilled in your own hearing.’ 
22 Everyone remarked at him; they were astonished at the words coming out of his mouth—

words of sheer grace. 
‘Isn’t this joseph’s son?’ they said. 
23 ‘I know what you’re going to say,’ Jesus said. ‘You’re going to tell me the old riddle: “Heal 

yourself, doctor!” “We heard of great happenings in Capernaum; do them here in your own 
country!” 

24 ‘Let me tell you the truth,’ he went on. ‘Prophets never get accepted in their own country. 
25 This is the solemn truth: there were plenty of widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when 
heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a great famine over all the land. 
26 Elijah was sent to none of them, only to a widow in the Sidonian town of Zarephath. 

27 ‘And there were plenty of lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of 
them were healed—only Naaman, the Syrian.’ 

28 When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue flew into a rage. They got up and threw 
him out of town. 29They took him to the top of the mountain on which the town was built, 
meaning to fling him off. 30 But he slipped through the middle of them and went away. 
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Session	Three:	Matthew	5:1-20		
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the hillside, and sat down. His disciples came to him. 
2 He took a deep breath, and began his teaching: 

3 ‘Wonderful news for the poor in spirit! The kingdom of heaven is yours. 
4 ‘Wonderful news for the mourners! You’re going to be comforted. 
5 ‘Wonderful news for the meek! You’re going to inherit the earth. 
6 ‘Wonderful news for people who hunger and thirst for God’s justice! You’re going to be 

satisfied. 
7 ‘Wonderful news for the merciful! You’ll receive mercy yourselves. 
8 ‘Wonderful news for the pure in heart! You will see God. 
9 ‘Wonderful news for the peacemakers! You’ll be called God’s children. 
10 ‘Wonderful news for people who are persecuted because of God’s way! The kingdom of 

heaven belongs to you. 
11 ‘Wonderful news for you, when people slander you and persecute you, and say all kinds of 
wicked things about you falsely because of me! 12 Celebrate and rejoice: there’s a great reward for 
you in heaven. That’s how they persecuted the prophets who went before you.’ 13 ‘You’re the salt 
of the earth! But if the salt becomes tasteless, how is it going to get salty again? It’s no good for 
anything. You might as well throw it out and walk all over it. 

14 ‘You’re the light of the world! A city can’t be hidden if It’s on top of a hill. 15 People don’t 
light a lamp and put it under a bucket; they put it on a lampstand. Then it gives light to everybody 
in the house. 16 That’s how you must shine your light in front of people! Then they will see what 
wonderful things you do, and they’ll give glory to your father in heaven. 

17 ‘Don’t suppose that I came to destroy the law and the prophets. I didn’t come to destroy 
them; I came to fulfil them! 18 I’m telling you the truth: until heaven and earth disappear, not one 
stroke, not one dot, is going to disappear from the law, until It’s all come true. 19 So anyone who 
relaxes a single one of these commandments, even the little ones, and teaches that to people, will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But anyone who does them and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

20 ‘Yes, let me tell you: unless your covenant behaviour is far superior to that of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will never get in to the kingdom of heaven.’ 
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Session	Four:	Mark	4:1-20	
 
1 Once again Jesus began to teach beside the sea. A huge crowd gathered; so he got into a boat 
and stationed himself on the sea, with all the crowd on the shore looking out to sea. 2 He taught 
them lots of things in parables. This is how his teaching went. 

3 ‘Listen!’ he said. ‘Once upon a time there was a sower who went out sowing. 4 As he was 
sowing, some seed fell beside the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on the 
rock, where it didn’t have much soil. There was no depth to the ground, so it shot up at once; 6 but 
when the sun came up it was scorched, and withered away, because it hadn’t got any root. 7 Other 
seed fell in among thorns; the thorns grew up and choked it, and it didn’t give any crop. 8 And 
other seeds fell into good soil, and gave a harvest, which grew up and increased, and bore a yield, 
in some cases thirtyfold, in some sixtyfold, and in some a hundredfold.’ 

9 And he added ‘If you’ve got ears, then listen!’ 
10 When they were alone, the people who were around Jesus, with the Twelve, asked him 

about the parables. 
11 ‘The mystery of God’s kingdom is given to you,’ he replied, ‘but for the people outside it’s 

all in parables, 12 so that “they may look and look but never see, and hear and hear but never 
understand; otherwise they would turn and be forgiven”. 

13 ‘Don’t you understand the parable?’ he said to them. ‘How are you going to understand all 
the parables? 

14 ‘The sower sows the word. 15 The ones on the path are people who hear the word, but 
immediately the Accuser comes and takes away the word that has been sown in them. 16 The ones 
sown on the rock are those who hear the word and accept it with excitement, 17 but don’t have any 
root in themselves. They are short-term enthusiasts. When the word brings them trouble or 
hostility they quickly become disillusioned. 18 The others—the ones sown among thorns—are 
those who hear the word, 19 and the worries of the present age, and the deceit of riches, and 
desires for other kinds of things, come in and choke the word, so that it becomes fruitless. 20 But 
the ones sown on good soil are the people who hear the word and receive it, and produce fruit, 
some thirtyfold, some sixtyfold, some a hundredfold.’ 
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Session	Five:	Luke	15	
 
1 All the tax-collectors and sinners were coming close to listen to Jesus. 2 The Pharisees and the 
legal experts were grumbling. ‘This fellow welcomes sinners!’ they said. ‘He even eats with 
them!’ 

3 So Jesus told them this parable. 4 ‘Supposing one of you has a hundred sheep,’ he said, ‘and 
you lose one of them. What will you do? Why, you’ll leave the ninety-nine out in the countryside, 
and you’ll go off looking for the lost one until you find it! 5 And when you find it, you’ll be so 
happy—you’ll put it on your shoulders 6 and come home, and you’ll call your friends and 
neighbours in. “Come and have a party!” you’ll say. “Celebrate with me! I’ve found my lost 
sheep!” 

7 ‘Well, let me tell you: that’s how glad they will be in heaven over one sinner who repents—
more than over ninety-nine righteous people who don’t need repentance. 

8 ‘Or supposing a woman has ten coins and loses one of them. What will she do? Why, she’ll 
light a lamp, and sweep the house, and hunt carefully until she finds it! 9 And when she finds it 
she’ll call her friends and neighbours in. “Come and have a party!” she’ll say. “Celebrate with 
me! I’ve found my lost coin!” 

10 ‘Well, let me tell you: that’s how glad the angels of God feel when a single sinner repents.’ 
11 Jesus went on: ‘Once there was a man who had two sons. 

12 The younger son said to the father, “Father, give me my share in the property.” So he 
divided up his livelihood between them. 13 Not many days later the younger son turned his share 
into cash, and set off for a country far away, where he spent his share in having a riotous good 
time. 

15 ‘When he had spent it all, a severe famine came on that country, and he found himself 
destitute. 15 So he went and attached himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into the fields to feed his pigs. 16 He longed to satisfy his hunger with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, and nobody gave him anything. 

17 ‘He came to his senses. “Just think!” he said to himself. “There are all my father’s hired 
hands with plenty to eat—and here am I, starving to death! 18 I shall get up and go to my father, 
and I’ll say to him: ‘Father; I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I don’t deserve to be 
called your son any longer. Make me like one of your hired hands.’ ” 20 And he got up and went 
to his father. 
25 ‘The older son was out in the fields. When he came home, and got near to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 He called one of the servants and asked what was going on. 

27 ‘ “Your brother’s come home!” he said. “And your father has thrown a great party—he’s 
killed the fattened calf!—because he’s got him back safe and well!” 



28 ‘He flew into a rage, and wouldn’t go in. 
‘Then his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 “Look here!” he said to his father, “I’ve 

been slaving for you all these years! I’ve never disobeyed a single commandment of yours. And 
you never even gave me a young goat so I could have a party with my friends. 30 But when this 
son of yours comes home, once he’s finished gobbling up your livelihood with his whores, you 
kill the fattened calf for him!” 

31 ‘ “My son,” he replied, “you’re always with me. Everything I have belongs to you. 32 But 
we had to celebrate and be happy! This brother of yours was dead and is alive again! He was lost, 
and now he’s found!’ ” 
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Session	Six:	Mark	7:1-23	
 
1 The Pharisees gathered round Jesus, together with some legal experts from Jerusalem. 2 They 
saw that some of his disciples were eating their food with unclean (that is, unwashed) hands. 

3 (The Pharisees, you see—and indeed all the Jews—don’t eat unless they first carefully wash 
their hands. This is to maintain the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come in from the fields, 
they never eat without washing. There are many other traditions which they keep: washings of 
cups, pots and bronze dishes.) 

5 Anyway, the Pharisees and legal experts asked Jesus, ‘Why don’t your disciples follow the 
tradition of the elders? Why do they eat their food with 6 unwashed hands?’ 

‘Isaiah had a word for you,’ Jesus replied. ‘Hypocrites, the lot of you! What he said was this: 

“With their lips this people honour me, 
But with their hearts they turn away from me; 
7 All in vain they think to worship me, 
All they teach is human commands.” 

8 ‘You abandon God’s commands, and keep human tradition! 
9 ‘So,’ he went on, ‘you have a fine way of abandoning God’s command so as to maintain your 
tradition. 10 Here’s an example: Moses said, “Honour your father and your mother,” and, “Anyone 
who slanders father or mother should die.” 11 But you say, “If someone says to their father or 
mother, ‘What you might get from me—it’s Korban!’ ” (which means, ‘given-to-God’); 12 you 
don’t let them do anything else for their father or mother! 13 The net result is that you invalidate 
God’s word through this tradition which you hand on. And there are lots more things like that 
which you do.’	14 Jesus summoned the crowd again. 

‘Listen to me, all of you,’ he said, ‘and get this straight. 15 What goes into you from outside 
can’t make you unclean. What makes you unclean is what comes out from inside.’ 

17 When they got back into the house, his disciples asked him about the parable. 
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Session	Seven:	Mark	8:22-9:1	
 
22 They arrived at Bethsaida. A blind man was brought to Jesus, and they begged him to touch 
him. 23 He took his hand, led him off outside the village, and put spittle on his eyes. Then he laid 
his hands on him, and asked, ‘Can you see anything?’ 

24 ‘I can see people,’ said the man, peering around, ‘but they look like trees walking about.’ 
25 Then Jesus laid his hands on him once more. This time he looked hard, and his sight came 

back: he could see everything clearly. 26 Jesus sent him back home. 
‘Don’t even go into the village,’ he said. 
27 Jesus and his disciples came to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked his 

disciples, ‘Who are people saying that I am?’ 
28 ‘John the Baptist,’ they said, ‘or, some say, Elijah. Or, others say, one of the prophets.’ 
29 ‘What about you?’ asked Jesus. ‘Who do you say I am?’ 
Peter spoke up. ‘You’re the Messiah,’ he said. 
30 He gave them strict orders not to tell anyone about him. 

31 Jesus now began to teach them something new. 
‘There’s trouble in store for the son of man,’ he said. ‘The elders, the chief priests and the 

scribes are going to reject him. He will be killed—and after three days he’ll be raised.’ 32 He said 
all this quite explicitly. 

At this, Peter took him aside and started to scold him. 33 But he turned round, saw the 
disciples, and scolded Peter. 

‘Get behind me, Accuser!’ he said. ‘You’re thinking human thoughts, not God’s thoughts.’ 
34 He called the crowd to him, with his disciples. ‘If any of you want to come the way I’m 

going,’ he said, ‘you must say “no” to your own selves, pick up your cross, and follow me. 35 Yes: 
if you want to save your life, you’ll lose it; but if you lose your life because of me and the 
Message you’ll save it. 36 After all, what use is it to win the world and lose your life? 37 What can 
you give in exchange for your life? 38 If you’re ashamed of me and my words in this cheating and 
sinning generation, the son of man will be ashamed of you when he “comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels”. 

91 ‘I’m telling you the truth,’ he said; ‘some people standing here won’t experience death 
before they see God’s kingdom come in power.’ 
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Session	Eight:	Mark	10:35-45	
 

35 James and John, Zebedee’s sons, came up to him. 
‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we want you to grant us whatever we ask.’ 
36 ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ asked Jesus. 
37 ‘Grant us,’ they said, ‘that when you’re there in all your glory, let one of us sit at your right, 

and the other at your left.’ 
38 ‘You don’t know what you’re asking for!’ Jesus replied. ‘Can you drink the cup I’m going 

to drink? Can you receive the baptism I’m going to receive?’ 
39 ‘Yes,’ they said, ‘we can.’ 
‘Well,’ said Jesus, ‘you will drink the cup I drink; you will receive the baptism I receive. 

40 But sitting at my right hand or my left—that’s not up to me. It’s been assigned already.’ 
41 When the other ten disciples heard, they were angry with James and John. 42 Jesus called 

them to him. 
‘You know how it is in the pagan nations,’ he said. ‘Think how their so-called rulers act. 

They lord it over their subjects. The high and mighty ones boss the rest around. 43 But that’s not 
how it’s going to be with you. Anyone who wants to be great among you must become your 
servant. 44 Anyone who wants to be first must be everyone’s slave. 45 Don’t you see? The son of 
man didn’t come to be waited on. He came to be the servant, to give his life “as a ransom for 
many” ’. 
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Session	Nine:	Matthew	21:1-17	
 
1 When they came near to Jerusalem, and arrived at Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two of the disciples on ahead. 

2 ‘Go into the village over there,’ he said, ‘and at once you’ll find a donkey tied up, and a foal 
beside it. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 And if anyone says anything to you, say, “The 
Master needs them.” ’ 

He sent them off at once. 
4 This happened so that the prophet’s words might be fulfilled: 
5 Tell this to Zion’s daughter: 
Look now! Here comes your king; 
He’s humble, mounted on an ass, 
Yes, on a foal, its young. 
6 So the disciples went off and did as Jesus had told them. 7 They brought the donkey and its 

foal, and put their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 
8 The huge crowd spread their cloaks on the road. Others cut branches from the trees and 

scattered them on the road. 9 The crowds who went on ahead of him, and those who were 
following behind, shouted out, 

Hosanna now to David’s Son! 
God’s blessing on the coming one! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
10 When they came into Jerusalem, the whole city was gripped with excitement. 
‘Who is this?’ they were saying. 
11 ‘This is the prophet, Jesus,’ replied the crowds, ‘from Nazareth in Galilee!’ 

12 Jesus went into the Temple and threw out all the people who were buying and selling in the 
Temple. He upturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of the dove-sellers. 

13 ‘This is what the Bible says,’ he said to them, 

My house will be called a house of prayer— 
But you have made it a brigands’ lair!’ 
14 The blind and the lame came to him in the Temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the 

chief priests and the scribes saw the remarkable things he was doing, and the children shouting 
out ‘Hosanna to David’s son!’ in the Temple, they were very cross. 

16 ‘Do you hear what they’re saying?’ they asked Jesus. 



‘Yes,’ said Jesus. ‘Did you never read what it says, 

You called forth praise to rise to you 
From newborn babes and infants too! 
17 Then he left them, and went out of the city to Bethany, where he stayed the night. 
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Session	Ten:	Luke	22:14-23	
 

14 When the time came, Jesus sat down at table, and the apostles with him. 
15 ‘I have been so much looking forward to eating this Passover with you before I have to 

suffer,’ he said to them. 16 ‘For—let me tell you—I won’t eat it again until it’s fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God.’ 

17 Then he took a cup, and gave thanks, and said, ‘Take this and share it among yourselves. 
18 Let me tell you, from now on I won’t drink from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes.’ 

19 Then he took some bread. He gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them. 
‘This is my body,’ he said, ‘which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.’ 
20 So too, after supper, with the cup: ‘This cup’, he said, ‘is the new covenant, in my blood 

which is shed for you. 
21 ‘But look here! The hand of the one who will betray me is with me at this table. 22 The son 

of man is indeed going, as it is marked out for him; but woe betide that man by whom he is 
betrayed!’ 

23 They began to ask each other which of them was going to do this. 
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Session	Eleven:	Mark	14:55-65	
 

55 The chief priests, and all the Sanhedrin, looked for evidence for a capital charge against 
Jesus, but they didn’t find any. 56 Several people invented fictitious charges against him, but their 
evidence didn’t agree. 57 Then some stood up with this fabricated charge: 

58 ‘We heard him say, “I will destroy this Temple, which human hands have made, and in 
three days I’ll build another, made without human hands.” ’ 

59 But even so their evidence didn’t agree. 
60 Then the high priest got up in front of them all and interrogated Jesus. 
‘Haven’t you got any answer about whatever it is these people are testifying against you?’ 
61 Jesus remained silent, and didn’t answer a word. 
Once more the high priest questioned him. 
‘Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?’ 
62 ‘I am,’ replied Jesus, ‘and you will see “the son of man sitting at the right hand of Power, 

and coming with the clouds of heaven”.’ 
63 ‘Why do we need any more evidence?’ shouted the High Priest, tearing his clothes. 64 ‘You 

heard the blasphemy! What’s your verdict?’ 
They all agreed on their judgment: he deserved to die. 
65 Some of them began to spit at him. They blindfolded him and hit him, and said, ‘Prophesy!’ 

And the servants took charge of him and beat him. 
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Session	Twelve:	Luke	23:26-47	
 
26 As they led him away, they grabbed a man from Cyrene called Simon, who was coming in to 
the city from outside, and they forced him to carry the crossbeam behind Jesus. 27 A great crowd 
of the people followed Jesus, including women who were mourning and wailing for him. 28 Jesus 
turned and spoke to them. 

‘Daughters of Jerusalem,’ he said, ‘don’t cry for me. Cry for yourselves instead! Cry for your 
children! 29 Listen: the time is coming when you will say, “A blessing on the barren! A blessing 
on wombs that never bore children, and breasts that never nursed them!” 30 At that time people 
will start to say to the mountains, “Fall on us,” and to the hills, “Cover us”! 31 Yes: if this is what 
they do with the green tree, what will happen to the dry one?’ 

32 Two other criminals were taken away with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the 
place called The Skull, they crucified him there, with the criminals, one on his right and one on 
his left. 

34 ‘Father,’said Jesus, ‘forgive them! They don’t know what they’re doing!’ 
They divided his clothes, casting lots for them. 
35 The people stood around watching. The rulers hurled abuse at him. 
‘He rescued others,’ they said, ‘let him try rescuing himself, if he really is the Messiah, God’s 

chosen one!’ 
36 The soldiers added their taunts, coming up and offering him cheap wine. 
37 ‘If you’re the king of the Jews,’ they said, ‘rescue yourself!’ 
38 The charge was written above him: ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 
39 One of the bad characters who was hanging there began to insult him. ‘Aren’t you the 

Messiah?’ he said. ‘Rescue yourself—and us, too!’ 
40 But the other one told him off. ‘Don’t you fear God?’ he said. ‘You’re sharing the same 

fate that he is! 41 In our case it’s fair enough; we’re getting exactly what we asked for. But this 
fellow hasn’t done anything out of order. 

42 ‘Jesus,’ he went on, ‘remember me when you finally become king.’ 
43 ‘I’m telling you the truth,’ replied Jesus, ‘you’ll be with me in paradise, this very day.’ 44 By the 
time of the sixth hour, darkness came over all the land. 45 The sunlight vanished until the ninth 
hour. The veil of the Temple was ripped down the middle. 46 Then Jesus shouted out at the top of 
his voice, ‘Here’s my spirit, Father! You can take care of it now!’ And with that he died. 

47 The centurion saw what happened, and praised God. 
‘This fellow’, he said, ‘really was in the right.’ 

 
The Kingdom New Testament: A Contemporary Translation by N.T. Wright. © 2011 HarperCollins 
Publishers. Used by permission. 



	
	

Simply	Jesus:	Small	Group	Edition	
The	Kingdom	New	Testament:	A	Contemporary	Translation	by	N.T.	Wright		

	
Session	Thirteen:	John	20:19-23	and	Matt	28:16-20		
 

John	20:19-23	
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors were shut where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Judaeans. Jesus came and stood in the middle of them. 

‘Peace be with you,’ he said. 
20 With these words, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the master. 
21 ‘Peace be with you,’ he said to them again. ‘As the father has sent me, so I’m sending you.’ 
22 With that, he breathed on them. 
‘Receive the holy spirit,’ he said. 23 ‘If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you 

retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.’ 

Matthew	28:16-20	
16 So the eleven disciples went off to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had instructed them to 
go. 17 There they saw him, and worshipped him, though some hesitated. 

18 Jesus came towards them and addressed them. 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth’, he said, ‘has been given to me! 19 So you must go and 

make all the nations into disciples. Baptize them in the name of the father, and of the son, and of 
the holy spirit. 20 Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you. And look: I am with 
you, every single day, to the very end of the age.’ 
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Session	Fourteen:	Luke	24:13-35	
13 That very day, two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, which lay about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were discussing with each other all the various things that had 
taken place. 15 As they were discussing, and arguing with each other, Jesus himself approached 
and walked with them. 16 Their eyes, though, were prevented from recognizing him. 

17 ‘You’re obviously having a very important discussion on your walk,’ he said; ‘what’s it all 
about?’ 

They stood still, a picture of gloom. 18 Then one of them, Cleopas by name, answered him. 
‘You must be the only person around Jerusalem’, he said, ‘who doesn’t know what’s been 

going on there these last few days.’ 
19 ‘What things?’ he asked. 
‘To do with Jesus of Nazareth,’ he said to him. ‘He was a prophet. He acted with power and 

he spoke with power, before God and all the people. 20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him 
over to be condemned to death, and they crucified him. 21 But we were hoping that he was going 
to redeem Israel! 

‘And now, what with all this, it’s the third day since it happened. 22 But some women from 
our group have astonished us. They went to his tomb very early this morning, 23 and didn’t find 
his body. They came back saying they’d seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Some 
of the folk with us went off to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they didn’t 
see him.’ 

25 ‘You are so senseless!’ he said to them. ‘So slow in your hearts to believe all the things the 
prophets said to you! Don’t you see? 26 This is what had to happen: the Messiah had to suffer, and 
then come into his glory!’ 

27 So he began with Moses, and with all the prophets, and explained to them the things about 
himself throughout the whole Bible. 

28 They drew near to the village where they were heading. Jesus gave the impression that he 
was going further, 29 but they urged him strongly not to. 

‘Stay with us,’ they said. ‘It’s nearly evening; the day is almost gone.’ And he went in to stay 
with them. 

30 As he was sitting at table with them he took the bread and gave thanks. He broke it and 
gave it to them. 31 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they recognized him; and he 
vanished from their sight. 

32 Then they said to each other, ‘Do you remember how our hearts were burning inside us, as 
he talked to us on the road, as he opened up the Bible for us?’ 

33 And they got up then and there and went back to Jerusalem. There they found the eleven, 
and the people with them, gathered together. 

34 They were saying, ‘The Lord really has been raised! He’s appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
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Session	15:	John	1:1-18	
 
1 In the beginning was the Word. The Word was close beside God, and the Word was God. 2 In 
the beginning, he was close beside God. 

3 All things came into existence through him; nothing that exists came into existence without 
him. 4 Life was in him, and this life was the light of the human race. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness didn’t overcome it. 

6 There was a man called John, who was sent from God. 7 He came as evidence, to give 
evidence about the light, so that everyone might believe through him. 8 He was not himself the 
light, but he came to give evidence about the light. 

9 The true light, which gives light to every human being, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world didn’t know him. 11 He 
came to what was his own, and his own people didn’t accept him. 12 But to anyone who did accept 
him, he gave the right to become God’s children; yes, to anyone who believed in his name. 
13 They were not born from blood, or from physical desire, or from the intention of a man, but 
from God. 

14 And the Word became flesh, and lived among us. We gazed upon his glory, glory like that 
of the father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

15 John gave evidence about him, loud and clear. 
‘This is the one’, he said, ‘that I was speaking about when I told you, “The one who comes 

after me ranks ahead of me, because he was before me.” ’ 
16 Yes; it’s out of his fullness that we have all received, grace indeed on top of grace. 17 The 

law, you see, was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus the Messiah. 
18 Nobody has ever seen God. The only-begotten God, who is intimately close to the father—he 
has brought him to light. 
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